
 

From the Principal 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 

they may see your good deeds and glorify your  
Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 

 
Welcome Back to Term 2! I hope you had a refreshing holiday break 

and that your children are excited and ready for a new term. As we 

settle into the term, I am reminded of Jesus’ call for His followers to 

shine His light into the world. Some events in the world lately have 

been very concerning especially when we see division, wars and 

confusion, but this verse reminds us that our lives should become living 

testimonies for God that will point others to God’s goodness. 

 

Here at our school, we are deeply committed to nurturing not only the 

academic growth of our students but also their character and faith. It is 

our prayer that as our students grow, they will carry with them the light 

of Christ and that they will make a difference wherever they go. 

 

Congratulations to our Decathlon Teams 

Over the past few weeks, the College was represented by a number of 

students in the da Vinci Decathlon. The competition involves teams of 

8 immersing themselves in 10 different fields throughout the day 

requiring knowledge, critical thinking, and great flexibility. All students 

performed admirably, and we received some commendable results 

with students in the Year 7 and 8 stage placing 3rd in Science and 1st 

in English while our 9/10 team placed 3rd in the Art & Poetry section. 

You can read more about the event elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

Anzac Day 

Thank you to those who participated in our recent Anzac Day services. 

It is good to be involved with the local community at events such as 

these and I know the RSL appreciate the local schools taking part in 

the march and in the services. Thank you to Xara Yr 8 and Charlotte 

Yr 12 who gave the opening address at the Blackheath Service and to 

Miles Yr 9 and Charlie Yr 10, who presented books to be donated to 

local school libraries. 

 

Photo Day 

Photo day is this Wednesday, so please make sure that your child is 

in correct uniform for photos on the day. 
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From the Principal (continued)… 

 

 

Athletics Carnival 

Our K to 12 Athletics Carnival is scheduled for Friday, 23 May. This is always a great day of activity, and 

parents are welcome to attend. 

 

Year 11/12 Reports 

Year 11 and 12 reports have been completed and were distributed last Friday. These reports represent 

the culmination of the Year 11 compressed courses for our students. Half Yearly Mathematics and 

English reports for Year 11 will be published at the end of Term 2, and their Yearly reports at the end of 

Term 3/beginning of Ter 4. The Semester One reports for Kindergarten to Year 10 reports are distributed 

at the end of Term 2.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

School Fees 
 

School fees were issued in Week 1 and should be paid in full by the end of 

Week 7 - Sunday 15th of June.  Should you have any questions or concerns 

regarding this, please contact the Business Manager, Mrs Rachel Wagstaffe 

via the College office on 4787 8645. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
My School Lunchbox 
 
Did you know that MCC uses an external lunch provider for our 

students to order in Lunch each Friday (only)?  Simply log in 

to https://myschoollunchbox.com.au/ to view their menu items.  

Pay online with credit card by Thursday evening ready for 

delivery on Friday.  This is a nice treat for kids to finish their 

week. 

 

 

Ian Samways 

Principal 

https://myschoollunchbox.com.au/


 
There is a story in Mark Chapter 4 verses 35 to 41 which I 

find amazing! I’m sure you will too. 

 

The story begins with Jesus saying to his disciples, ‘Let's 

get into a boat and go over to the other side of the lake.’ 

While they are in the boat a huge storm comes up. It is so 

fierce that waves begin to break over the side of the boat.  

 

A couple of things to note here. Storms of this kind are apparently not uncommon in that area. Also, many of 

the disciples had been fishermen and would have come across storms like this before. But even they were 

afraid! So the storm must have been a bit of a big deal. 

 

Then we come to the first part of the story that is amazing. You will never guess what Jesus is doing while all 

this is happening?  Well, He is in the back of the boat asleep! Perhaps He was just exhausted. Perhaps it was 

because He had complete faith (more about that below) that God loved Him and would look after Him! 

 

Anyway, the story goes on when the disciples wake him and say, ‘Teacher, don’t you care if we drown!?’ 

 

Here is the next amazing thing that happens, Jesus gets up, and says, ‘Quiet! Be still! The wind died down 

and it was completely calm.’ Not only does Jesus have power over sickness, as we have seen previously, but 

He has control over nature as well. 

 

Jesus then says to the disciples, ‘Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’  What a contrast to Jesus 

being asleep in the back of the boat hey!  The story ends with, ‘The disciples were terrified and asked each 

other, Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey Him!’ 

 

The Bible does not shy away from how the disciples reacted to the situation and I’m sure if we were there at 

that time we probably would have reacted in the same way. The point being of course, is that as time goes 

on the disciples go from being terrified to having faith and trusting in Jesus for salvation. They saw and they 

believed! 

 

The question for all of us remains the same- ‘Who is this?’ What do you make of Jesus? 

 

With God’s richest blessings 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 

  From the Chaplain, John Burke 

 A Boat, a Storm, and what Jesus is doing…  

John Burke 
College Chaplain 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own 

understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3/4 Exploration Excursion  
 
 

On Wednesday the 26th of March, 2025, the intrepid explorers of Year 3/4 travelled 

into the busy maze of Sydney. Their awesome teachers, who love their class, forced 

them on a 2 hour bus ride after their parents had signed permission notes for an 

adventurous excursion to the Maritime Museum and The State Library.  

 

In The Maritime Museum there were some sextants: a sextant is a device that 

measures an angle between two different objects. This instrument helped explorers 

to work out where they were in the world. Year 3/4 proceeded to a replica of The 

Endeavour. The Endeavour was the ship that Captain Cook travelled on to explore 

the world. On the Endeavour my favourite feature was the seat of ease. The seat 

of ease was the toilet on the boat. The seat was at the end of the boat and hung off 

the end of the boat. The toilet paper was thick 

rope and when people finished with it, they 

dunked it down into the water to clean it for 

the next person.  

 

We saw many interesting artifacts in The State Library. The doors of 

the library were made from bronze and had the faces of explorers from 

the past. Some that I can remember are Matthew Flinders, George 

Bass, James Cook and Joseph Banks. We also found out about a very 

special cat, called Trim. 

 

I truly believe that Year 3/4 

had an astonishing time at The 

Maritime Museum and The 

State Library. Heidi said, “ I 

was startled when I saw The 

Endeavour!” 

 

by Mya Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 School Happenings… 
S 



 

2025 da Vinci Decathlon Bathurst  
 

This year’s da Vinci Decathlon was great! Our 

Year 8 team caught a bus to Scots All Saints 

College, Bathurst, for the competition. We were 

then escorted into the hall and sat down at our 

team’s table to listen to a brief introduction to the 

event.  

 

To kick off the Decathlon, we had four subjects 

to cover over the first two sessions: English, 

Ideation, Science and Creative Producers. It 

was a real mixed bag of questions - some were 

relatively easy and were breezed through by the 

team, while others were difficult, and for some, 

completely out of our knowledge range! 

Nevertheless, we powered on through to Morning Tea, where we chatted and ate, before heading back in for 

our next few subjects: Mathematics, Art & Poetry, Cartography and Engineering.  

 

Art & Poetry was pretty enjoyable, Mathematics mind-boggling, Cartography a mix-and-match, and 

Engineering boasting a similarity to Cartography. Lunch flew on by, and we strided in for the final sessions - 

Codebreaking and Legacy, with Legacy being a form of general knowledge.  

 

After sailing onwards, we came to know that we came 3rd in Science and 1st in English! Though we didn’t 

place overall, we were grateful for the opportunity to challenge ourselves at da Vinci, and that we won the 

best table cloth prize!  

 
by Sofia Year 8 

 

 
When I first heard about Decathlon I thought it was just another one of those tournaments to test your 

knowledge, see how well you did, compare how smart you are to your peers and how competitive you can 

get. But it wasn’t that, I realised. It wasn’t just about knowledge or intelligence, it was about working as a 

team.  

 

I went to da Vinci Decathlon with some of my friends in my year and some classmates I didn’t know very well. 

Being put in a position where you’re placed onto a team made me get to know them more and understand 

the importance of teamwork. Like helping out your peers with the subject they’re doing, understand their 

struggles, motivating yourself to help them and accepting setbacks.  

 

This is my first time going to a Decathlon, and it seems like it was also my first time understanding what it’s 

like to work in a team. Sure, we didn’t place first against the other schools competing with us, but the event 

itself was really a new experience, and a step forward to a more comfortable social experience.  

 

The 2025 da Vinci Decathlon was great. 

 

by Maya Year 8 
 

 



Year 10 Camp 

The Urban Challenge 

At the end of busy Term 1, the students of 

Year 10 packed their camping gear and 

travelled right into the heart of the amazing 

City of Sydney for the Urban Challenge 

camp. 

 

One of the first big challenges was to 

transport 3 days worth of clothing and 

supplies by foot, by train, tram and ferry to our 

destination - Cockatoo Island. We stopped to 

enjoy a big Chinese banquet in Haymarket - 

a first for many of us! With heavy stomachs 

and bags, we settled into the Island and 

headed out for adventures in the city. 

 

In between our many trips off the Island, the students took every chance they could to have fun exploring the 

Island. On our excursions we zipped around the suburbs of Sydney, coming face-to-face with the bustle of 

Paddy’s Markets, the grandness of Sydney’s Victorian-era buildings, modern masterpieces at the Museum of 

Contemporary Art and the beauty of Sydney’s waterways, beaches and urban landscape. 

 

It was wonderful to have every Year 10 student together for 3 days sharing meals, conversations and all sorts 

of great experiences together. The staff members (Mrs Colville, Miss Head & Mr Argall) were proud of the 

way they all contributed to a harmonious, fun time together, looking out for one another and representing their 

school through their thoughtfulness and actions. We were very thankful for the opportunities we all had to get 

to spend the end of the term together this way and to enjoy getting to know each other better. Thank you Year 

10! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Careers Corner 
 

 

At Breakfast Club on Tuesday 6 May, 2025 we had 

a Guest Speaker Abby from the company 

Apprenticeship Support Australia. 

 

Abby is an Industry Training Consultant who gave 

us a presentation about Apprenticeships and 

Traineeships and how her company can assist 

young people to commence their first career. 

 

Abby suggested that students should do a Job Fit Test that can assist their career journey. This test, as well 

as some other useful careers resources is available on the company website. 

 

A number of Year 10 students had a small group Q and A with Abby.  

 

We thank Abby for her talk. 

  

Our next Careers Speaker, on Tuesday 20 May, is Dr Helder Marcal, who is the father of two MCC students. 

Dr Helder Marçal is an internationally recognized expert in Biopharmaceutical Engineering, tissue 

engineering and regenerative medicine technologies and is an Adjunct Associate Professor at the University 

of NSW  

 

Phil McKenzie, 

Careers Adviser 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2025 School Photos 
THIS WEDNESDAY 14TH MAY 

 
Orders must be placed ONLINE by  

Tuesday evening. 

 

Go to https://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au/ 

enter the code X1237PC53M, make your 

selections and pay by credit card. 

 

All Students must wear full dress uniform with  

black lace up shoes and MUST wear their  

navy jumper or puffer jacket. 

https://www.theschoolphotographer.com.au/
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